3i8    ANALYTICAL PSYCHOLOGY AND EDUCATION
embryonic state is practically nothing but a part of the
mother's body and wholly dependent on her condition, so
also the psyche of early infancy is to a large degree a part
of the maternal psyche, and soon too, on account of the
common atmosphere, a part of the paternal psyche. The
first psychological condition is a fusion with the psychology
of the parents, and an individual psychology is present only
as a possibility. Hence it is that the nervous and psychic
disorders of children far into the school age depend almost
exclusively upon disturbances in the' psychic world of the
parents. Difficulties between the parents reflect themselves
without fail in the psyche of the child, causing pathological
disturbances and symptoms. The content of the dreams
of small children also refers far more to the parents than to
the child itself. '
A certain change occurs when the child develops con-
sciousness of his ego, a fact which is externally recorded by
referring to himself as '!'. This change occurs normally
between the third and fifth year, but it can begin earlier.
From this moment, we can speak of the existence of an
individual psyche, but normally the individual psyche attains
a relative independence only after puberty; up to that time
it has largely been the plaything of instinct and environment.
Up to the time of puberty, therefore, one could say of a child
that, so far as its psyche is concerned, it has not yet had an
individual existence. The child who enters school at six
is still nothing but the product of his parents, endowed, it
is true, with the nucleus of an ego-consciousness, but in no
way capable of asserting his individuality to any marked
degree. One is often tempted to interpret children who are
peculiar, obstinate, disobedient, or difficult to handle, as
especially individual or self-willed; but this is a mistake.
In such cases we should always investigate the parental
milieu and its psychological conditions, 'and almost without
exception we would discover in the parents the only yalid
reasons for the difficulties presented by the child. His

